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The FA – England Teams
Alex Thomas - Data Architect

Bikash Deb – Data Analyst



Bikash Deb
My Journey to The FA

Sport Science
BSc

R/Tableau/Statistics 
Courses

Sports/Data Science, 
PhD

Liverpool John 
Moores

Sport Science 
Intern

Data Analyst 
(Sport 

Science)
Data Scientist

Data Analyst 
(Performance 

Analysis)

Leicester 
Tigers

Southampton 
FC

The Football 
Association



Bikash Deb
Key Skills

DATA

SQL

Data Cleaning

Analysis

R/Python

Statistics

Domain Knowledge
•Understanding the Sport
•Understanding the Sports' data
•Understanding current knowledge

Communication

Data Vis
•Tableau, Shiny, Dash Apps

Working with Pratctitioners

Language/Terminology



Alex Thomas
My Journey to The FA

Maths and 
Physics

BSc

PPT Physics
Masters

??
AI/DS
PhD

Coaching
Graduate 

Researcher
Big Data/Viz

Performance 
Analyst Data Scientist Data 

Architect/Lead



Alex Thomas
Key Skills

CS

UI

API

DATA

Domain

DB

Intangible
Problem Solving

Agile Technology

Communication



How to Get Into Sports Analytics
Resources

• Friends of Tracking
• Statsbomb Free Data
• OptaPro Conference
• Big Data Bowl
• How to get into sports analytics

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUBFJYcag8j2rm_9HkrrA7w
https://statsbomb.com/academy/
https://www.statsperform.com/resource/stats-perform-launches-call-for-proposals-for-2021-pro-forum/
https://operations.nfl.com/gameday/analytics/big-data-bowl/
https://medium.com/@GregorydSam/getting-into-sports-analytics-ddf0e90c4cce

