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Trivia time 

• Do not put too much text in your posters  
(I do it, too!) 

• Visually attractive to kindle a conversation, 

• Have printouts of your proceedings for more info, 

• Do not have many posters to present, enjoy 
networking aspects of a conference, too, 

• Do not reveal results that you will publish in a 
journal as some high impact journals requires 
embargo until they publish 

• Consider conference special editions of journals, 
such as PRAB.



Before disseminating your research…



Conception of an idea



Conception of an idea

• Know your field (literature to date) 

• Identify missing links 

• Set SMART goals

Specific
Measurable
Achievable
Relevant
Time-bound



Once you distilled your arguments…



Scholarship of research

• Peer review 

• Dissemination 

• Collaboration 

• Networking



Expressing your research

• Motivation 

• Arguments 

• Result 

• Methods 

• Conclusions 

• Not in this order. Where would you start?

Think Plan Do
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Let’s go to a conference now…



Preparing a good conference poster



http://sites.psu.edu/pubhub/wp-content/uploads/sites/36309/2016/04/Posters-The-Good-and-the-Bad.pdf

http://sites.psu.edu/pubhub/wp-content/uploads/sites/36309/2016/04/Posters-The-Good-and-the-Bad.pdf


Preparing a good conference poster

• The good: 

๏ Nice use of bullets 

๏ Not too text heavy 

๏ The columns are aligned to guide 
the reader to read vertically 

๏ The title is written using a good 
format (not all caps) 

๏ Sans-serif fonts

• The bad: 
๏ The grey textbox background gives the poster a dull 

look 
๏ The list of universities and icons in the title block look 

cluttered 
๏ There is no reference section 
๏ The overall colour scheme is not the most pleasant 
๏ The middle column is not centred  
๏ Textbox outlines or wider margins would better separate 

the text from the background 
๏ The 3D graph would be better as a 2D 
๏ Section titles are no justified consistently 
๏ Figure captions are above the figures, and some even 

lack one.



• The good: 
๏ Acknowledgements and references have their own section at 

the bottom 
๏ Logos are at the bottom 

• The bad: 
๏ Overall disorganised look 
๏ Difficult to know which way to read this poster 
๏ Title font is too large compared to rest of the text 
๏ Images blend together and thus hard to interpret 
๏ No consistency between section: some sections are in text 

boxes and others are not 
๏ The dark backgrounds for the title block and references draw 

your eye away from the body of the poster.

Preparing a good conference poster





Consider using eyedropper tool to create consistent colour scheme.

https://www.animateyour.science/post/best-examples-of-scientific-posters



Conclusions after peer engagement
Paper titles we came up with: 

• Performance characteristics of Cs implanted copper 

• Catapult acceleration in graphene layers 

• 6D beam dyn optimisation for DLA 

General points 

• avoiding self-promotion 

• optimising the content in poster according to how much it will be manned 

• how to secure a talk 

• preparation to get the most out of expert interaction 

• know your audience, aim for appropriate conferences, sign up to newsletter, research professional, google scholar, IoP 

• use of social media in conferences and QR codes  

Wider implications 

• Language, blending in a certain community 

• networking, multi-disciplinary interaction 

• establishing seminal work


